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CHATEAU LAKE LOUISE Rocky Mountain Nordic Destination

Soaring snow-capped mountain peaks. Miles of endless groomed trails.
Unrivaled wildlife sightings. Pristine backcountry.
See for yourself why The Fairmont Chateau Lake Louise is the ultimate destination for
your next Cross-Country skiing adventure.

With an average annual snowfall of 13 feet, this iconic world-class area is spread over
four mountain faces in the heart of Banff National Park = a UNESCO World Heritage

Site where native wildlife roam freely on land that is untouched by time.

Experience this dramatic winter setting and discover why snow worshippers, nature

lovers and polished travelers choose Lake Louise as their Canadian Rocky Mountain
MNordic destination.

To make your next reservation call 1-B00-441-1414 or visit fairmont.com/lakelouise.

Be sure to ask about our special Winter rates.
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WIN A WINTER

WEEKEND GETAWAY FOR FOUR
MINOCQUA - NATURE'S
ORIGINAL WATERPARK

When Mother Matune turms our water
to ice and snow, we keep playing! Mow vou can play in the snow for FREE!
Enter at winter.minocquaorg- to win 2 nights lodging for 4-, a $250 gift card- and 1 MWP Family Park Pass

WINTER WONDERLAND
160,000 ACRES
OF FROZEN LAKES
ENDLESS OPPORTUNITIES

PO FAMILY FUSN AND LASTING MEMORIES

MINOCQUAWINTER PARK

75 KM OF CROSS
COUNTRY SKI TRAILS
6,500 ACRES OF LAND
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FIRST
TRACKS

BY RON BERGIN

This season starts on a
rather somber note as our
little Nordic community in
northwest Wisconsin reels
from a tragic incident. On
August 8 we lost an iconic
individual, Dave Landgraf,
who was killed in a car-
bicycle accident. Landgraf
held the distinction of

being only one of three
individuals to have skied
in every single American
Birkebeiner ski marathon,
And asifthat alone wasnot
distinction enough, he’d
continued to do so at age
62 from the Birkebeiner's
elite wave.

Landgraf was a retired physical
education teacher fom Bloomers,
Wis. His rooas, however, wars in
Hayward, Wia., kome of the American
Biekabeimer. It was while rding hame
from & woekend in the Haypeard area
that he wae gieeck by 4 car, receiving
life-threatening injuries to which he
lter succumbed,

Landgraf was reversd and
respecied as a teacher and Nordic
gki coach. This wae underscaored by
i tremendous outpouring of nearly
2,000 people atending kis memorial
a1 the Blaomer Middle Schaal The
Middle Schocl principal was queted
as saying that he had literally meved
every chair from the scheol to the gym
for the occasion, During the memorial
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it was requested thar everyons in
attendance who had been coached by
Landgraf stand — 200 prople rose to
thedr feet.

With 38 Birkies under his belt and
ihe youngest of the remaining Birkie
Founders, it's realistic to expect that
Landgraf could have skied the event
well inte kis T0s, perbaps racking up
asmany as 30, Though *slowing” just
& bit (2:42 in 2011 with temperaiures
at the start of -10F) Landgraf would
have moved out of the elite wave
naxn yosr, & fact be was theroughly
comfertable with, It would not have
been surprising, howewer, for kim to
qualify again for the elite wave, which
Tequires a top-200 finish,

The Feumders were & group of 10
eriginal Birkie skiers who were so
degignated by the event'’s creator and
actual founder, Tony Wise, upon thedr
completion of the first 10 consecutive
Birkisa. They would forever be
kncwn as the Founders, regardless
if they centinued skiing the event or
nat. Landgraf, John Ketar, and Ernie
5t Germaing wore the remaining
three to have akied all Birkies to dava.
And new, sadly, there are only twe.

Kotar offared theas thoughts a1 the
loes of hiz lopg-time Birkie compadsa"
and aptly summarizes the feelings of
thess in the Mordic ald communiny
wiha knew or knew of Dave,

“Loging & frend under any
circumsiances (8 always difficuls
However, when youhave been sharing
the Birkia exparience with someans,
yearly, throughfour decades, a special
bend develops and the sadneas and
sense of loss reach much deepar
than one could ever expect. The pain
only despane when [ peflezt on the
loss 1o his family. Mevertheless, his
memaory will endure. He is sure to be

“Losing a friend under any
circumstances s always
difficult. Hewever, when you
have been sharing the Birkie

fenice with someone,
yearly, through four decades,
a special bond develops and
the sadness and sense of loss
reach much deeper than one
could ever expect. The pain
only deepens when I refiect
on the loss to his family.
Nevertheless, hiz memory
will endure. He is sure fo
be remembered as the best
Birkie skier this wenerable
event has produced. He will
also be in the hearts and
minds of multitudes who
will pather at the starting
line next year and far into
the future.”

remembared as the best Birkie skisr
thizs venerable event has preduced,
Ha will alzo be in the hearts and
minds of multiudes who will gather
a1 the ataming lime next year and far
inbe ke fubors "

Cross  Country  Skier  magazine
extamis its deepest condalences 1o the
family and friends of Dave Landgraf.
The next dme you're on the il
please take & moment to remember
Dave and all membars of cur Nordic
community who hive skied en 1o thar

great warming cabin in the sky,
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BY HEIDI HILL

My basement has a colorful array of skis
that line the wall — Madshus, Rossignol,

Aromic, Fischer. In recent years, since
'.I"I'!_'! I.;-..IIZ]!-. |:'I.€".-‘I' b“.mm_, ‘.-|l|'.'!!.F:-~:I -."FQ!I'\"I;:'
added a kids’ corner. First we had the

Karhu K'Boom boot skis, '-hm* the 100-cm
F‘..1|""I:,.J o [ 1Al '|.I:I"' J{ IZ..1 r{_ff Ired 1o i'].!-'.ﬁdl.'u'-l.j-:l:lll
skis" due to their decorated tails. We then
moved on to 110-cm, 120-cm waxable
and fish scale skis, and now my seven
}'H;:r-rﬂr:l is on a 140-cm waxable touring
ski. Yes, the kids’ corner is growing with
the kids.

My husband has a knack for finding and acquiring good
quality kide' skis whether they are wcked sway in a akd
ghagp or in a friends basament. While this system works
for parenis who are knowiedgeable about equipment and
ke the thrill of the aki hum, i iz Ber the most affieient
methed for cuthiting a young skisr, A practical alternative:
gki lsasing.

“Ithink q's 3 good opticn o cansider,” sayvs Torpay Smith,
whao leased cross country ski equipment for her daughtess,
ages D and T, last asason. Smith explains thas finding ssed
equipment can be difficult if you den’t know what to Jook
for.

“The ski guye at the seee baslcally do a lot of the
komework for you that way,” shares Smith, "In past years,
wit'd tried o get downkdll equipment at skl swape. By the
time we were done scrambling for boots, skis, poles and
then geiting them taned/f for the ool kida, it dide't feel
Like we saved much--if any--money. Plus, all the sguipment
was pretty ofd”

Skl leasing peograms offer new equipment or a
combination of new and uwed equipment. The used
equipment often goes quickly, since i i3 only a year o
twa ald and te ar & disseurned price. Onien Hiver Sparns
in Hnnlpz].i:-:r., Vermont — the store Smith leased 1E1rnu.3|.'1-
-afferad thalr uaed packages st 390 and a pew packege at
5130 for the 2010 ski season. The package consists of
waxess Fischer Sprint Crown Slas (for a skier's weight
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range of 50 - 120 pounds), Fischar X] Sprint bootws (slzes
25 to 40}, and Fischer junior poles.

The concept behind ski leasing is to get skiers on quality
equipment affeedably  Often when parents purchass
equipment for kids, they tend to get equipment that is on
the big side ao the kids can grow it info, explaine Andrew
Brewer, owner of Onicn River Sparts, "Then &t doesn™ fix
or work right from the get-go and kids den’t enjoy it he
says.

Leasing makes sense for kids, as they typically cutgrow
equipment in & season of even mid-sesson. Frequently,
there is an option 1o buy your equipment at the end of
the seascn, which is appesling for families with younger
of amallar akiers. The potential downabde iz that yeu
can't predict what size your smaller skier will be next ski
ELEE

As Smith explains, “we have two kids who are the same
size, 30 there's no sdded walue in ihe passing-dowmn of




SquIpment — wa predy much need
twa aof the sames sized seml™

Cecasionally, a leasing program
will exist separately from a retail ski
skep, like the Mew England Merdic
Ski Asseciation's (NEMSA) Skis for
Kids, The program was launched
a few years ago with $40,000 from
FI'.."«'H.'.E dDI‘H.l:I:\ﬂE I.I'ldﬂ.dl:\.l'l.il:m f:rn:n'.
TD Bank. Supparters of the program
wanted o B2t mare kids on cross
cauntry skis. The program “rontinues
with board-designaied funds frem
HEMSAS wery successful 2010 and
2011 mnmual giving campaigns,”
according to the MENSA website.

“It's been g I'.uga: program far us
perhaps not in terma of total numboers
{about 300 per year), but definitely
in terms of getting whole new clubs
going than may have otherwize nevar
started.” explains Batrick Cote,
exacuties director of MEM3A, “For
example, we have a club that started
from scraich two years ago. Their
firss year, they had abour 50 kids —
and [ am quite sure that every single
one of them loased gkis.”

Cone's three childres leass through
the program. Though he and his wife
Tracey (kead Mordie cosch a1 Colby
|:D||EE'I'.:I are kﬂnu:]udg.}.;.hle on
equipment to pick for their kads, thay
knaw that the gear through MEMHSA
fits well, performs well, and is & good
value.

Foranly 850, skisrs lease a package
of Fiecher RCS Crown or Ressignol
Max Univarsal skis, Redsignal baots
(Xz Ir, Comp [ or K-¥ Combi), and
the Dizmond 800 Exit [r pale by
Cme Way. While the ski tnventary =
LEmited 1o waxable combi skis, the
sizes range from 110 ta 167 em. Bao
sizes are 26 1o 43, and poles are 80
e 145 cen.

The Skis for Kids program is
intandad for skiers affiliaced with
Bill Koch youth sld eluba in the
Hew England region, but individual
famnilies may order through the
program, as well For specifies on
ordering and sizing charis, go to

www niensa natfslis.

Far any type of |e.ui:15 program,
the sarlier you learn abaut whas your
child needs and how the program
warks, the betier off you will be,
in terms of availabiliy. HEMSA's
leasing begins mid-Novembar, Retail
ghops leass a1 abous the same tme,
with pickings getting sbim toward
the end of December. Though you
can awitch mze: mud-ssasen you
want to take the dme 1o ::mﬁl'.'l:,r
resd sizing Enatnoctions or to 7y om
a boat, as selection is nat guaranteed
mid-season. Often clubs will place a
big order bafore the season stans, so
il'|'¢'¢':l1tl:d':|l' -:I.'n;hpus q'ui;_'l:l].'.

When tihe 3esscn 8 ower —
ﬂhﬂl.i.'- Ill.E Man.-:h ’Dr mast ﬂf
— the equipmeni (hopefully well-
matnained theoughout the asason)
iz peturned and iz either stored for
anciher sesscn oF sold. IF you don®t

LS

|:h1.|}' the equIprment, Yo don't have ta
slore i, 50 're':u:m'ing ski tr|1|i.]1'.11.-¢r'.z is
libarating fer many familias,

In the Manheast, we have great
options when it comes 1o ski leasing.
Similar programs may be wckier
1o find in other parts of the country,
Talk 1o families in your local sk
CI.LIh Lo E,Iﬂ :unr:::'l:d 'I|‘|'I.'|J'I PTDE,'.'ImF
in your region. Some families may
like a progrim Like MEMNSA for
aﬁmﬂ:hiiit:.'.l while others may be
willing to pay mose to ses & shop for
hands-on belp with fiting, If lsasing
iz et available in your area, congider
joining together with ather Mordiz
families to suppert ths start-up af
lesging through your local ski shop
Loy !D".ﬂ'l'i' HEMS\.IELIS EII.I'.HFIE. GEL:.L'HE
mere kids on geod equipment at &
good price banafite the entirs Nordic
family (CCH

Cuiling sdgg cisorniric)
_J!}fﬂ:rJL;rde errrioed

stayi@eoraftsh

\Craftsbury

whanw . oraftsbury. com

L
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& TRAINING, [ giees

TL CHNIQU E |

['ve taught a lot of skiers since | began teaching in the "80s. Many come just to check
out the sport. They’re happy to simply get out on snow. Others come for a tune-up or
tor an extra boost to keep them on track and headed in the right direction. It's the third
group that keeps me up at night. These folks come back year after year to camps and
lessons and clinies, but they don’t show the improvement from year to year that [ know
is possible.

Part of the secrex to continual improvemant is leaming  to work on to get thers, Do you need to learn how to V-27
kow 1o learn, | share some insights on this in my book,  Improve your endurance? Figure out bow to climb hills
Crops Country Skiing: Skills for Fun and Fitness (avasilsble  on waxable skis? Bresk down your end resulis into the
from the online store at ww.:rnm-nunl.r:,r:h:iﬂi;m]. elemants Fau nesd to create your desired sutcome. With
I also kelp siudents become better loarners during each  this in hand, you're ready to make your plan,
lezson or clinke, and it doss help hem get more cut the All hiz s basic goal-asting swaff I thar fan’ your
time we spend together. But there's still something missing  specialty, tap the rescurces available onling and in pring
that keeps members of thak third group from contmuing to that can help you set goals, create & plan that works for
impearog an their own, yau, and then weork the plan. Do this and your skiing will

My skiing and training buddy Todd Ezstiman spendsalot  progress, but this is just the beginning. To take your skiing
af time pursuing kis racing goals, bus he's also wught and e Infintty and Beyond, you need to work that plan like a
coached about as much as | have, [ asked kim 1o chimein  Jedi; not 2 Storm Treoper
on all of this, and he offered these ingighss: Ag Todd says: “Any bonehead can ger swwonger and

“Aek your readers 1o consider taking a hard loak st what  more asrobically fis, but bt makes absolmaly me sense 1o
paris of their ski game they need to work on" he suggesied.  put in all these long hours and pot develop the skills of
“The croctal thing iz tw crears an cutlock on akling that - aslf-critigue and the kinestheic sanas e make what aee
inchedes personal self-assessment of skills, s desireto ook wswally basic adjustments to technique. Some folks can do
at things that nead hxing, and seting achievable goals tor this on their own, while cthers prefar to work with frisnda
making those technical improvaments in a productive and o organized groups. This deesn’ mater. The azsental
porsonally fulfilling manner”™

Hmmm — peshaps we're gestng somewhers. To check
out Tedd's advice, ask yourself what you want to imprave
on thiz season and why, Get specific with your answers so
yoia knew when pou peach your goals. Cet raal and chooss
sompthing that mattars io you so you have the motivation
ter fallew thirouwgh,

To make this wark, you need te come up with more than
a fuzzy answer that boils down e, "1 want te become a
beter akiee™ It can be techniquee or Gmess relaed. I can
be as simple a3 getting around your looal trail system or as
ambiticus as akiing the Grand Traveras from Created Butis
te Aspen. Perhaps you want to keep up with your spouse an
the downhilla, or 1o kick and atick up each and every hill.
It doean't maner what it ks, the importam thing is thar yau
kencwr what you wani and how it will |.-e;h:||nr.I :Fvu:!, m-um:i, tasla,
and amall when you sceomplish iv. (OF, thres out of thoas
five will prabably de. )

Cnce you know what you want, figure out what you nesd
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need is io feal what is cocurring and
b make adjustments in mevement
patterns until it feels different. ([t
coald fesl batier or worse), This is
A comanon trait among goad athletes
and is probably the most important
factar m moving beyond the prison
of matural talens,”

Here are ibres waye w break cui
of your own prisen and move beyond
the galaxy of what you thought were
your Hmitatiane.

Feelings

The ability 10 feel whats goicg
on, your kicestheiic sense, comes
nafusally 1 some, Eual can be
developed by anyone. Start right now
by feeling which buant cheek has more
waight on i1 as yeu gl there reading
this. When you stand up, feel which
et has more waight on it [= there
mare pressare on the front, arch, or
biweld of your fom?

Ag you po abau your dally tasks
and activities, check in with your
body. Where doss your fogr sinke
the ground when you walk or rus?
What do you feel 38 you move over
and ther off sach fom? Where doss
the powsr comss from when you pedal
your bike? Doss 1 maks & differares
if you tepse your core before deicg
prll-uape?

Sae how you can make thess and
ather maovements feel diferent. Fun
barefool, ther rum in hiking boos.
How do changes in how things feel
affsct your movemeris and the
auteomes of your movemerns? [Did it
make you run ar walk or bike slower
af fasearT Can you do more of fawar
pull-upe?). Pay anention 1o what feels
good; that may be the best way to

solve the movement puzzle you're
engaged with at ezch momert ic ime
aed space.

If you spend a lisde time each day
recognizicg and  evahiaticg  how
things feel, your ability 10 feel and
sense what's going or will improve
dramatically cwver me.

et Technical

We're all gailty of hining the wrail or
the road or the gym and just poandicg
et & workeat. ['s undersiandables,
acd it's a missed opportucity. Te
bocst your skills ard gel more out
of sach workout, take the time o
think abeut what you're deing, how
you're doing i, and how you could
do it better Beacome aware of how
yoru adjast {and i you adjust) when
the pead or the wrail or the bike or
the weight machice or the whatevar
ia wel or muddy of chip-sealed or
slippery or someace alsa'’s.

If youw make 3 habii of spending even
10% of your worksm time analyzicg
how you're doing whatever you're
doing (ie. your techrigque), you'll
devalap the abilivy 10 adfasimem year
mevemeni paiierns in response to
yous apvircnment. Thie ig the s2aance
of what Todd calls “Souch™: *Touch
rather than power is the preferred
way o maks positive cofrectons
in skiing” he says. "Developing
the ability te chooss when te shifi
gears while touring of racicg is
dependent on 29ch small adjusuments
it movemert patterns. Racers tend to
Place oo much smphasis on pawer
and prascriplive wraining ember than
li.ia—lung easntraal d.-u'.IElup:manl
and evolstion of techmique that
allows for aging, chacges in finess,
impravemers in gear, and cheice of
eki goale”

Ko ow What You're Doing

Thiz cne iz simple, but not easy:
have a purpose for each and every
wraining sesson, workour, and ki
you do. Your parpose may be gestieg
pat acd blowing o the siress and

cobwebs fram the day. It may be gaing
for a ski with your family or friends.
The purpose dossn™ matier as much
a5 developing the habit of setting an
irtention each tme you head ot the
door. Avaid raining for raining’s sake
ard you'll start making leaps toward
your gaals,

These three tips can be applied 10
ary sthletic sctivity, and most of [ife
for that matter. Wark thass tps as yau
whark your plar and you can take your
skiing *To [nfinity ard Bayord!”

For maore cross country skiing
specific irsining advice and Gps, and
links 10 mber rescurces, visil www.

cmsscmhj*skiqncnm- CCo

Steve Hindman Hves and skis in the
Pﬂr::.ﬁ"-';"-':'-r:h'.nw.-:.' He is the arihor :1_.*'
{rsa ':l.l-.!.::‘:l"-' Sklll.g, |.'|'.||:-'.".I':_-; Skille
for ®un and Friness published oy The
Moeretaingers Pooks

Measurable,
ski-specific
training.
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.........

The first figars was a tall i,
confident and swong in form, waking
loeg surides forward and breakieg a
piath through the cew snow. Behind
Bien, & woman followsd, leas sseured
less agile on thes long wooden skis.
Ie fau:.1. she had nn::.- been on skis
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"MARRIED
AND JUST

ALITTLE

TOUR

maybe Bve of six umes bafore. Whan
they had stared, she wasn'i even
#are about haw 10 use her poles, ba
she was griny and determiced. “[
#oon learned,” she wrots later of the
joumey, Mo uee gy dki poles eneugh
1o help shows myself along.” She was
learring fase— by the doing of i

Ehe had no idea how her hasband in
fromt of her was Anding his way im the
dark and wind and enow. How could
anyone? Monetheless, she trusied
him. He was the san of person that

ingpdred trast from wamen - and man.
Bat, conversaly, he wes slso 2 risk
taker, 2 periodic gamblar and he caald
be unpredictable. She knew thay

et there was 20 muach she didnh
know abouat him. 81 the tme they
undertoak this journsy on skis, they
kad bean married only & few mombs,
And even before thar, she really
kadn't spen much tme with kim. She
kad men him one day in Nowamber of
1g5e, ard then in late December, he
lafi. She keard nathing from him for

[ETITTETY



a year-and-a-half, Ouat
af the blivs, she received
g l=mer from kim. Then
more leners. Then six
months later, in another
letier, he asked her to
marry hisn.

She contirued
following 1he  dark
rangy form in Font of
bar. The wind and snow
steadily nereased “By
pine o'clock a blizzand
mged” she wrols, "AL
times i1 fook all of my
strenglh just o sand
agains the wind"

It wouald fake aven
mare srengih, [1 was

mounaing and came
basck et a few diys later
havirg successfully
made the summit. [
caumed a sur in tha
tewn of Jacksom, and
suddecly the 16-year-
pld was in demand.
That same summser, ha
started guiting others
te the summil, including
the agng  Willam
Owran who bad heen on
the hrst ascent of the
mauntain back in 1893,

The next couple of
summers, ha gubdad
maore, and iben when
Twion Mational Park was

arly the begicning of a established in 1930
ski journey thai would Faal Petzoldi — &t 21
talos b e couple morethar yoars of age — bacams
75 miles across eastern tha 'p;.r;‘:'r- frzt nffizinl
ldaho and ower the sancticned  climbing
towenng Teton Fass ard guide. Two years latar,
into Wyoming, She could Peizoldt met  Bermice
be rightfully permavied Pasricia MoeGarrity.

a btlle sarcasm if the Bernice, who =zls50
thowght had cecamed w *  wami by her middle
ber, “This iz wha cewly il reiEadar ab phe i his fir Eaf ¢ pame  Parricla  Bad
marrsed cn;,'_'p-!us do Grand Teton hodfo  courtesy f - focks Fliod Erowm up in Hiverion in
They go on a linds eki figtorizal Soctety and Misseum (2003 005s.052 morth cenrral Wiaming,

toar . .. ing blizzard ®

She probably krew what she was gefiing inio when
she agresd 1o his marrage propasal, b thas “linls™ 1ous
was ke wake=ap call. Sometime during that lorg day, it
sz have been plain wo her beyond all doubt thas bie wik
mountainesr Paul Petzoldt was never ever going 1o be
ordinary.

Pal and Bernios Petzalde first mst ope cold avening at
the campus hangaut a1 the University of Wioming. She was
Eear the #ove, Manding, soaking in the warmih, He sméled,
She notbced right off 1hat he was a big man, but what really
stood out were bis eyebrows: greal, white and bashy thas
o har “eneck cut like hisge Bosvead plumes”

Saon his frosted plumes were risicg ard falling as they
fell irto a cenvarsation. Barnles leasnad that Pezaldy wae s
mountain guide, geating his stan almes aceidemally. Inthe
swmmser of 1924, when he waz 16, he and hie frisnd Falph
Herron biwshhiked 1o Jacksor Hole, Paul nmediaely fell
in lowve with the Tetons and he was determined to climb
the talles of them all, the Grard Towan. The Geand Tetan
had frst been climbed in 1808 and bad orly been climbead
two limes pfter that Petzoldt and Herron biked into the

She rorsidered harsslf
an cutdcorsy gal, apd didn’t think twice abon saying yesi1o
hier bushband’s plan 1o gki o Jackson Hele. 1n har childheod,
she swam, ice skaled, and haried, ®0 was slways tall for my
age” she wirets in On Top of the 'World, her sccount of
life with Faul Petzalde. “By skin was fair and usaally sun
burned. As & child my krees and elbows were chronically
cavarad with |u.rE= eaiba [ had recetved when [ fall out of
trive or off the wop of the heuse whers | playsd pirsts,”

Sommbing clicksd during thsy b mestog st the
University of Wyoming, and they spart cansiderable tima
togedbiae in the bate fall, But when Christmas came, Peizaldl
lafi and Barnics had no fanber centacy She learced later
that he had gone to the Wniversity of Utab, worked m
iz gaide basipess in the summer, apd aferwards 1akes
cearly a year 10 travel 10 England and then biayele the
conticent. He climaxed his Europear wrip by undenaking
a remarkable double wavergs of the Manechorn, climbing
from ke Switzezrland side to- the samenit, dts-:e:*.-:lu:s i0
Iealiar side ther reversing the route, chmbing back 10
tha summit a second tme apd returning 1o the Swiss side.
Fetzoldt's achisvement on the Matterhom cemented him
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in the natiopal and the insernationsl
moufilainesring community a8 a
climber of unusual ability,

A1 some paint on kis European
tour, Petzoldts imerest in Bemice
wis re-kindled, he staried writng
te her, and eventually be proposed.
Faye Ringholz writes in On Belay,
ker biography of Paul Perzoldt, tha
Bernice wanted a Cathelic wedding
in Riverton. Petzoldi, who wasn®
particularly religious, agreed —
until be discoversd what that would
entail, Upon meeting with the prieat,
Fotzoldt learned that be would have
te be in good standing with the charch
by amending services, aecapling
the church's teachings and mising
children in the Catholic faih, That
was 100 much for the i.11|:|=]:|-=r|.d.-ur|'|.
Fotzoldt, who wasn't about to be
corralled imto one way of thinking,
Instepd they were married in the
aarly summer of 1935 by & justice of
the peace.

That summer, thoy set up & teopes
beside Jonny Lake in Teton MNatonal
Park. It was a combination living
quarters and office for hia guiding
business  headgquariars.  Barmics
teok care of booking and business
mattars whils Paul mada wipa inee ke
mountaing with clients.

After  the season  was  owar,
Petzoldt and Barmice woarked out an
arrangsment with a wealthy eastern
busineseman to manage & disde ranch
in Jackson Hele. It was in a perfect
location, just east of the park with
vigwe of the Gros Venire Mountains
and the majestic Tetons a hop away,
{ Tha ranch evantoally became knaws
as the RHamshorn Ranch and iz the
curraet location of the Teon Science
School). It was alse the perfect
armangement for the newlyweds. In
addition to using it as a base for the
guidding business, he and Bernice
would have sddidenal income from
managing the ranch, and morssver,
their summer accommadations woald
B reibeh Sriproaed.

They left Wyoming and spent the
rest of the fall and early winter in
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Blographer Ringholz deseribed the skis that Petzoldt
used in the early 19305 as made from pine wood with
bindings fashioned from old machine belts. Petzoldt
and Bernice joined friemds for several ski ountings
which gave Bernice a short introduction to skiing - an
introduction that would come in handy.
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Salt Lake. When Petzoldt was last in
Salr Lake, anending the univarsiy, he
had spent Eime =.h|.11.E in the Wasatch
Mountzins,

Biagrapher Ringhelz degeribed the
skis that Petzcldt used in the early
19305 as made from pine woed with
bindings fashioned from old machine
belts, Peimoldi and Bermice joined
friends for several ski autings which
gave Bernice a short intreduction to
skiing - an ipirgduction that would
Goae i|1]1.=.11.d.r.

A5 the new year approached, the
yvoung eoupls decided 1o kead to
Jacksen Hole and spend Christmas
&1 the Ramshorn Ranch, Bua it waan't
exactly sasyio getihers, “Bythattime,”
wrote Bernice in On Top, "Jeckson's
Hole was slmost completaly anowed
in. Every two or three days a sleigh
drawn by horees came over Teton
Pass ine Wicter [Idabo] and pheked
up the mail. Otherwise the area was
cut off frems the cutside world"

Their plan was to take the tmin
from Salt Lake o the small town of
Wictar, which lbes an the [dako side
of the Tetons. In Victor, they would
catch a ride on the mail gleigh owvar
the Teten Pass and ime Jackson
Hele, Along with their warm clething
and othes possessions, they brought
glong their skis, Mot withstending fun
and recreation, the skis would came
in handy to get around at the ranch,

They tock a train north ous of Uiah
called the Was Yallowstona Express,
which in thase days was the way that
many peaple resched Yellowstone
Park. But instead of traveling all the
way 1o Tellowaione, they got off &t
the wwn of Ashion, [dake, 230 miles
north of Salt Lake Hers 1!1:}' infended
o talkes snother trabln that san on a
spur line to Victor, 37 miles away. At
Ashion, however, they were stopped.

Everyone was stopped.
The spuar line was blocked by

snow. "4 ferce storm mﬁtd. ovear
that section of Idaho” wrote Bernice,
“and the wrain te Victor had been
stalled for two days” They gathered
up their luggage, walked out in the
sireets of the small 1own, and were
immediately buffeted by wind-driven
snow. It became obviows why the train
was held up. It was one doozy of 2
snowesionm. " We picked our way from
the train to Ashlon'’s ane :|1|:|I:l;||.I hmt}'
able to see & dozon yards shesd”

What they found at (e haotal was
utter chaos, It was crowded and
complstely full. The night clack, in
a generous gesture, let Petzoldt and
Bernice have kis room while he stayed
with ralatives. To tep off the ceowdad
conditions of the hotel, there were
doga everywhare, "When we stopped
eut of sur rooms we had o bypass
great huskies who were prowling and
sniffing about At repalar inesrvals
there were dog fights in the lobby”

They had arrived in Ashion at the
game Ume as the annual deg sled
races. There werd dogs and racers
and apeciators, and everyons was
held up waiting for the storm to end.
Yea, the storm continued unabated,
day afier day. Even U the stosm
cloarad, it still could be days befors
the railroad tracks — of roads —
could be cleared. For a week, they
ware held up in the crowdsd and
oisy hotal,

Finalty, Paul convinced Bernice
thas if & break came in the storm, they
shauld finish the rest of their journey
10 the ranch on skis. [ was sither that
or head back e Salt Lake City and
thas |:||:|1.|in:|1 had little atiracton when
the sozy eanch beneath the Tatans
wis waiting for tham.

The next day, they got their wish,



The day saned clear. “We cheched
aul of the hetal and lefl meractons
for our bags to be sent on when the
roads opened” Bernles wrote, Afar
a breakfast, they skied off into the
whits terrain

Wictor, their destnation, lies 37
miles 10 the sanbeast of Ashion, and
between the two towne, e country
i= ralling and wide open, susceptible
iz wind, with the nr.l:,-' iress f:i:.l:_lllr.g
walarcoursas. Even 1oday, the roads
from the souwth and east of Ashion
will often close during blizzards

I the 1930s there were widsely
SpRE ed ranches and
ascarding 10 Ringholz, the couple
stayed a1 & mnch that first right
Petzcldi knew pecple here and there
ar bath the Idahao and Wyoming sides
of ihe letons, and was certain that
they eculd fird plases 1o may aloeg
L"Ii':'n':l.:f. Uhe next day, i dawned olear
again, bak gradaally se shey skied on
and the day progressed, the weaiber
deterioraied. Cloads swept in and
covarsd the sky, the Bght dimmed,
and a5 the landscape losi definilion

and

farms,

the colors drained awey and ihe
world areand them nreed o shades
af gray.

That it was dark. Then the blizzard
setin. [t heoame o struggls: Petzoldt
in freot, laboring theough the newly
Eallen snaw, Lrying 1o SLAy Of COUTEs,
with Berrice :'i-::gl:_l;:-'li.:.' sl’il::a in her
bugband's wacks, barsly, &1 times,
boldicg her own against the wind.

"It's enly & linle furcher, dean” Paul
izl el Ay a8 the axhaased Berntce
fl,'.l'JEl‘J hsr Wy forward E'j'.f}' had
bear B all :ia:.". with the lass five-
and-a-half hears in tha dark when
fically the two exhaacied figures
ekied ime Victor

It was 11 pm. “At that time Viclor
wag & town aof parbaps a hundred
peapls” Beroice recalled. “There
wag & garage, & flling swasion, & cafd,
and coupls of other frame balldings™
They tpaked around. Med a Bght could
b zaar arpwbars,

“lhe tnow blinded
us, Bernice continued, “making it

wind  and

Shed the Layers...Keep the Warmth

Spaort M tempaerature tuned
chaahing i engineened for
urriaipadted comba in all
widlbir condilisns with a
minimum of layers

€0 SPORTHILL

Useel by the Canandian
Natiomal ansd Clymgaic >
HC %k Teama Since 1933

S

. e

sporthill.com
. Find a dealer near you BD0-622-8444 x 411 &%

Find Your Seenic. Serenity i the Colorads Rockies
Only 24 Guests..
Enjoying SOkm of Set Track

atigo,

1 - |
| gread foo,
great frofill

243008

waralLatigoTrods.com

abins

impessible 10 ses more than a few pards ahead, b afrer feeling cur way around
the corners of a bailding, we thoaght we saw a sign saying ‘Rooms."™

Peizoldi knocked, and then pourded and then poundad vigorously on the doar,
[hey needed v ge1 out of the weather. “Finally it opened” Bernice remamberead
with relief, "and we stumbled in. ‘We were exhausted and half frozen.”

e coweer, sarprised by the Lae-right knocking, and weanieg anly his long
underwear, peered af the two snow-covered formes before him He wasn't apen
for busins = et how ecald ke vaen tham awa}-? He ezorted cthem 1o & room al'.l.E.
sines the rocm dide't kave heat, he advised them ta kesp their daor opan 10 get
whai heal 1h|-.:,: condd trom the stoves down the hall
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"Chir paam was bul'lerl}' w]d;ewﬂ:::l]:.ulhadr.'L besanisad
for some time,” Berrice wrote recalling that the night. *The
windowe ware stuffed with various kinde of debrie” The
“debris™ didr't belp much. Wind blew though openicgs in
the windewsill and 1om cunaics fapped abous,

When Berntce palled the covers she discoverad 1o hes
martification thas H1::1lr wogdd be 5Ir:pi:'.g betwoen r!amp
gray sheets overlaid by a mgged army blanket and a faded
pirk spread.

HNongiheless, she was too tired to worry aboui the
sle:puzg Arrangaments. | waok off my &kt huul:., pu"ed
tha cap :nuﬁ_l'!.' down on my head, wound my sopef about
my throst, pat on my mEkens, and erawled mio bad. In an
instant [ was asleep”

There would be oo slesping in — amd considering the
bedding sivsation, Bernice prabably had no desire 5o lingec.
Mareover, apos 'I.‘-'HJ\:irI._E_ i che |:|1r.\|rr|i|:|EI shie felt rested and
amazingly well afer che long day before. Riging before
light, they ware able 10 catch breakfast in the cafe. And then

they slipped into thear skie and started aff The nee lag of
ﬂ1ﬁjn’.tﬂ1i‘1|' tonk them gver the 8 400-foot Teton Pass. Thf:_'!.'
fellowed a narrew, windiag snowbaund road, leaving ke
opan fla: country, and climbing steadily in a pine and spruce
forest

Bernice was feeling more secure an her skis, and was
I.-.'ml'_'ir.ﬁ_ Forward 1o :vua.-:h.'.r'.g ihe tap and the l.':ng dawnkill
rum o the basze of the pass, whers Paul planced 1o sy
with a friscd. Bamice was elated when at “at six o'clock
thai right, afier appreximately 12 hours of cortinucas
|:Ji:1L’.‘1u:Er with Paul bu‘:i:k:.r_g tradls in four or five fee1 of
snow, wa reached the top af tha Teton Pass"

They staned off, fellowing the snowbeard road, b
Barnice hade't really mastered the techrique of skiing
dewnkill yet. Wih the light goce, and with weak legs, she
Fedl tinme and tms again:

She I'_tn.'ll}' ramembered m'r.i'.r.ir.g_ aft the mmeh thai !!iE.l'II.I
bui Peizoldi's friend quickly ushered them imo his warm
ranch kouse, poured them steaming cups of coffes, and
prepared 5 mezl of elk steak, Bernice was hammered,
"Afer a gecond bits of stealk, | fall aslesp &1 the 1able™

They still had 95 miles 10 go, bt Gik's hospitality was
too hard 10 pass up, and they bob weleomed 1he rest. They
stayed at the anch for a cauple of mare days. Refreshed,
they strapped irlo their skis for the lasi pert of the
journey. They wok a more leisurely pace, breaking
ihis last segmean it twa r'.la.:,'ﬁ. 5ta.:,.'.ir.5 Bl ons
more ranch abong the way, Peazoldy didn’ know

the owner, bt the carmakes, who had besn
snowed in for weeks, was anxious for
company and weleomed them
“like nld friends® That

right he broke opan



a batile af Seatah whiskey and the three sat acd talked i10
the night,

On the last day of their 1rip, they slhed by a cabin s
a patch of aspen. The cabic was cccupied by a “pretty
and cheerful”® woman, according to Bernice. She wumed
il 1o be an auther and apparently wanted a quet and
undisturbed place 1o write. She certainly had foard it tha
wiener. While she was deang [ust fine on her own, she did
bave cne problem. She had beer icvaded by a gaggle of
cats thai had collecied around her cabin. She was fesding
tham carned milk, biut the milk was guickly runeigg oot
Zhe pleaded with Paul and Berrice 10 take at laast one af
the cais off her hards

Before they could say much more, the waman grabbed
one of the cats, stuffed it into & gunnysack and gave Paul
the wrigglig creature. Paul relustamly accepted, slinging
the E’,:.r:n:lr':.a.n!: over his shoulder, and the r:-'.u:l]1|i.-. skied off
for ihe remainder of the way. Amazinghy, the cat sayed
calm — for o while. After they had skied abaut a mals, it
suddenly came 1o life. Screeching and clawing, it erupled
out of the bag and mood in the apow hisaicg, Pal was for
|.-l'..'|.'-'il.":E it thers in the snow, bat Bernice would not have it.
Eventoally, Paul delicaiely picked it up — this time forgoin
the bag. Bermice carried his poles while Paal shafled
along holding the cat st arms length

Ther, at las1, the mewlyweds (phes one cat) reached
the mnch. Their in;;:nn:,.' WS r:-'u:npl-ﬂi.-.. Thers 1|'.f.:|r
spani ihe next few weeks fixing up the cabine. In the
afterroars, they woald sbip on their skiz and ke off w
the hills above the ranch, watching game and snjoying
the mouniain scarar Y

Fegularly, they skied to the Kelly post office, five
miles from the ranch, 3o pick up mail snd tdbits of
oews, They had ko way of knowing tha, in a few shen
years, the couniry wodd become embroiled in World
War 11

Bua that was in the Biture. Far tham, their sty a1 the
ranch was an idyllic imerlode, & quiei time, necked
il:'l"i'-H:F L 1h= EEWbUH.I:d 'r'HJi.E}' :dr.l!. IE:IIL’T’EG I‘:r'.'llrl L
cares of ihe rest of the world,

RESOURCES

Patricia Poizoldi, My Adventures with My
Mountaln-Climbing Husband {Mew Yark: Thomas Y.
Crowell Company, 1953). Bernice (Patricia) Petzalds's
bock |2 an engaging story of her life with Paul Pezcldl.
It's nota “ell-n-all® book, so commen thess days, and
Barnice Petzeddt was nov & professional writer, bui
ghe iz vary readable, every 20 aften surprising with an
mniﬁ_hl!":] gem. The 1953 boaok is long owl of print but
may be siained theeugh irvarlibrasy lear,

Raye C. Ringhalz, Oa Balay: The Life of Legendary
Mountaineer Faol Petzaldt Seattle: The Moariainesrs,

1997}, Ringhelz, who knew Peazolde for 30 paars sxbobitg
r Fall-fape poTirail af the mar from hiz mariRineeTing
achievamanis 10 his [mwalvement in the saldesr edacation
field, starticg both the Maticnal Chndoor Leadership Schoed
and Wildermess Education Associntion, Mo lon ger in
prind, usad captes af 1be book are easily abtained through
Iciermet bookstores.

Jacksen Hols Hisworical Sociey and Mussum, I you
are visiting Teton Maticnal Park, stop ic the rewly cpened
Jackson Hole Mussum located ai 225 Morth Cache — or
wistt their websits from yatr own bome. They gracicusly
provided the photograph (used in this arols) of 1t-year
old Paul Petzcldi taken ot the time of his Ars1 secent of the
Grand Teton. TR
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